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Overview

Plan (preview) is Microsoft Fabric's collaborative workload for planning, budgeting, and forecasting. Connect to your existing business

data, build planning models, collaborate with your team, and write changes back—all within Fabric.

This guide walks you through everything you need to get started—from setting up Plan and creating your first planning model to

enabling collaboration, writeback, and advanced planning capabilities.

PHASE 1  •  REQUIRED

Set Up Plan

• Admin Prerequisites — Tenant & 

Capacity Setup

Enable Plan at the tenant and capacity 

level.

PHASE 2  •  CORE

Create Your First Plan

• Create Your First Plan Item

• Semantic Model Connection

Spin up a Plan item and wire it to live 

semantic model data.

PHASE 3  •  OPTIONAL

Collaborate & Extend

• Collaboration Setup

• Writeback Setup

• PowerTable Sheet

• Intelligence Sheet

Enable collaboration, write back plans, 

and extend your planning experience.



What's in This Guide

01 Admin Prerequisites - Tenant & Capacity Setup

02 Create Your First Plan Item

03 Semantic Model Connection

04 Collaboration Setup  (Optional)

05 Writeback Setup  (Optional)

06 PowerTable Sheet Setup  (Optional)

07 Intelligence Sheet Setup  (Optional)



Admin Prerequisites - Tenant & 

Capacity Setup



Tenant & Capacity Setup

1
Open Admin Portal

2 3
Search “XMLA” Enable “Allow XMLA Endpoints 

& Analyze in Excel with on-

premises semantic model” 

Option

4
Search “Embed”

5 6
Enable “Embed content in apps” 

Option
In Premium Per 

User, Enable ‘XMLA 

Endpoint’ to Ready 

Only or Read Write
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Create a New Plan Item



Create your first Plan item

fabric_plan_sys database is auto-generated for the first artifact created in the workspace, It acts as the metadata store 
for all reports in the workspace.

Click on "+ New item" in the workspace toolbar Enter a name for your Plan item

1 2

Click on "+ New item" in the workspace toolbar



Semantic Model Connection Setup



Semantic Model Connection — Why, When & Who

WHY

Plan reads your data directly over XMLA 
— no copy, no ETL. The connection is a 
shared cloud connection that any 
permitted team member can reuse, so 
one setup serves the whole planning 
team.

WHEN

When you create your first Plan item 
and want to connect it to Semantic 
Model data. Also when the model is 
moved, renamed, or the connection 
owner changes.

Each Plan item can connect to one 
Semantic Model at a time.

WHO

A workspace Member or Admin who has 
access to both the Plan item's 
workspace and the Semantic Model's 
workspace.

Contributors cannot create or share 
connections.

 Critical rule from the whitepaper: the shared connection owner must have Member or Admin role in the workspace. A Contributor role is not sufficient.



Semantic Model Connection Setup

1
Create Plan & Select 

Semantic Model

2 3 4
Select Semantic model 

Connection 

(For a new connection, follow 

steps ahead, else skip to step 8)

Go to Manage Gateway & 

Connection from workspace 

settings

Click “New” & Select “Cloud”

5 6 7 8
Select Connection type 

“Power BI Semantic Model”

Select Authentication method 

OAuth
Sign & Click on “Create” Select Connection in plan
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Grant access to the connection so team members can use it in their workspaces to access the Plan item.

Select Manage Users  → Search for user by name or email  → Set permissions  → Click Share

2

3

4

1

Share the Connection with Users



Collaboration Setup
(Optional)



Collaboration Setup
1
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Sign & Click on “Create” Select Connection in plan



Collaboration Setup
1

Click on Set-up 

Connection

2 3 4
Select Fabric Connection 

(For new connection Follow 

steps ahead)

Go to Manage Gateway & 

Connection from workspace 

settings

Click “New” & Select “Cloud”

5 6 7 8
Select Connection type “SQL 

Database in Fabric”

Select Authentication method 

OAuth
Sign & Click on “Create” Select Connection in plan



Collaboration Setup
1

Click on Set-up 

Connection

2 3 4
Select Fabric Connection 

(For new connection Follow 

steps ahead)

Go to Manage Gateway & 

Connection from workspace 

settings

Click “New” & Select “Cloud”

5 6 7 8
Select Connection type “SQL 

Database in Fabric”

Select Authentication method 

OAuth
Sign & Click on “Create” Select Connection in plan



Collaboration Setup
1

Click on Set-up 

Connection

2 3 4
Select Fabric Connection 

(For new connection Follow 

steps ahead)

Go to Manage Gateway & 

Connection from workspace 

settings

Click “New” & Select “Cloud”

5 6 7 8
Select Connection type “SQL 

Database in Fabric”

Select Authentication method 

OAuth
Sign & Click on “Create” Select Connection in plan

2

1

This connection must be 
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Share the Fabric SQL Connection with Users

Grant access to the connection so team members can use it in their workspaces

2

2

3

4

1

Select Manage Users  → Search for user by name or email  → Set permissions  → Click Share



Writeback Setup
(Optional)
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PowerTable Sheet Setup
(Optional)



PowerTable Sheet Setup
1

Add a PowerTable 

Sheet and give it a 

name

2 3 4
Click on ‘Create a New App’ Select the Fabric SQL 

Connection

5
Connect to the destination 

database

Choose an existing table or 

create a new one

Click PowerTable in the new artifact initial screen

(or)

Click + and select PowerTable in the existing 

artifact



PowerTable Sheet Setup
1 2 3 4 5

Add a PowerTable 

Sheet and give it a 

name

Click on ‘Create a New App’ Select the Fabric SQL 

Connection
Connect to the destination 

database

Choose an existing table or 

create a new one



PowerTable Sheet Setup
1 2 3 4 5

To create a new Fabric SQL Connection, 
refer to Collaboration Section, step 3 

onwards

Add a PowerTable 

Sheet and give it a 

name

Click on ‘Create a New App’ Select the Fabric SQL 

Connection
Connect to the destination 

database

Choose an existing table or 

create a new one



PowerTable Sheet Setup
1 2 3 4 5

Add a PowerTable 

Sheet and give it a 

name

Click on ‘Create a New App’ Select the Fabric SQL 

Connection
Connect to the destination 

database

Choose an existing table or 

create a new one



PowerTable Sheet Setup
1

Add a PowerTable 

Sheet and give it a 

name

2 3 4
Click on ‘Create a New App’ Select a Fabric SQL 

Connection
Connect to the destination 

database

5
Choose an existing table or 

create a new one

Choose an Existing Table or Select New Table Verify the Table Structure and click Finish

PowerTable that reflects the Table in DB



Intelligence Sheet Setup
(Optional)



Intelligence Sheet Setup
1

Add an Intelligence 

Sheet and give it a 

name

2
Add Needed Charts / Matrix to 

canvas

Click Intelligence in the new artifact initial screen

(or)

Click + and select Intelligence in the existing 

artifact



Intelligence Sheet Setup
1

Add an Intelligence 

Sheet and give it a 

name

2
Add Needed Charts / Matrix to 

canvas



Detailed Guides in What Is Plan (Preview)? -

Microsoft Fabric | Microsoft Learn

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/fabric/iq/plan/overview
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/fabric/iq/plan/overview
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/fabric/iq/plan/overview

	Slide 1: Plan Onboarding Guide
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Admin Prerequisites - Tenant & Capacity Setup
	Slide 5: Tenant & Capacity Setup
	Slide 6: Tenant & Capacity Setup
	Slide 7: Tenant & Capacity Setup
	Slide 8: Tenant & Capacity Setup
	Slide 9: Tenant & Capacity Setup
	Slide 10: Tenant & Capacity Setup
	Slide 11: Create a New Plan Item
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Semantic Model Connection Setup
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Semantic Model Connection Setup
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: Semantic Model Connection Setup
	Slide 19: Semantic Model Connection Setup
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: Collaboration Setup
	Slide 26: Collaboration Setup
	Slide 27: Collaboration Setup
	Slide 28: Collaboration Setup
	Slide 29: Collaboration Setup
	Slide 30: Collaboration Setup
	Slide 31: Collaboration Setup
	Slide 32: Collaboration Setup
	Slide 33: Share the Fabric SQL Connection with Users
	Slide 34
	Slide 35: Writeback Setup
	Slide 36: Writeback Setup
	Slide 37: Writeback Setup
	Slide 38: Writeback Setup
	Slide 39: Writeback Setup
	Slide 40
	Slide 41: PowerTable Sheet Setup
	Slide 42: PowerTable Sheet Setup
	Slide 43: PowerTable Sheet Setup
	Slide 44: PowerTable Sheet Setup
	Slide 45: PowerTable Sheet Setup
	Slide 46
	Slide 47: Intelligence Sheet Setup
	Slide 48: Intelligence Sheet Setup
	Slide 49: Detailed Guides in What Is Plan (Preview)? - Microsoft Fabric | Microsoft Learn

